i ¥ e Nt - =

h

7 .

By ELEANOR HOYT BRAINERD.
HE day of revelations s past,
T no far as winter fashions are
concerned Already siraw
hats and spring materials are
being shown for the benefit of the
southward bound, and as for the de-
signers and manufacturers, they are
speaking of “last winter,” as though
the winter of 10156-16 were a mere
matter of history.

But the women are wearing their
winter clothes, and some uncommonly
attractive winter clothes. They are
even buying more winter clothes, lured
thersto in some cases by after Christ-
mas bargains and in other cases
tempted by new variations of Ideas
which have become hackneyed in the
original form of expression.

The Ritz-Carlton fashion show,

coming late In the season, gave the
dressmakers some charming themes
with which to play, and the models
shown for the Bouthern season show
the influences of these ideas, as do
some winter models brought out by
way of postscripts to the main sup-
ply: but, as usual, the hats and frocks
and coats jLrepared to meet the needs
of women going SBouth show no actual
departures from winter modes and are,
in fuct, but those same modes trans-
planted into materials suitable for
sunshine and mild weather.

With no chance of a gay Southern
meuson in Kurope the French dress-
makers will nol have their usual op-
portunity to (ry out experimental
modes for the coming spring. Egypt
and the Riviera offer no setting for
fashion shows, even {f women had the
heart, for preening their fine feathers
in either place, and even Blarritz and
Tangier, while out of the main path
of the storm, will miss most of their
habitues. Bo once more Americans
are the chief customers, and it is
not likely that anything really new
will be tried out for them before the
regular spring openings.

Many of the midwinter clothes are
appropriate for wear in milder cli-
mates, thanks to the present day fash-
fon of winter wearing of chiffon and
taffeta and other materials once dedi-
cated to summer uses. To be sure
most of the winter frocks and suits
are fur trimmed, but a touch of fur
is permissible nowadays, even on sum-
mer frocks, and it is the modish coat
that is lavishly fur trimmed, many
of the frocks showing but a very lit-
tle fur or nona at all.

Bubstitute a little shoulder cape for
vour heavy coat, and there you are,
equipped for warmer climes.

It is easy to find the shouider cape
or to have one made after a good de-
sign. The French drapers have
played with the cape idea vary effec-
tively and one may have a cape in
almost any length from thet of Cal-
lot's cape collar, which lies flatly over

the shoulders and curves up high and |

close about the throat, buttoning down
the left side from ear to shoulder
point, to Worth's gorgeous velvet and
sable full length cape, passing
Jenny's little elbow depth coat capes
en route.

Even mers collars, not frankly half
cape, half collar, like the Callot model,
often have a tendency capeward.

A chie little frock of gabardine and
taffeta illustrated in our large cut has
& collar so ample that It almost be-
jongs to the cape class. The collar
lines suggest the Puritan collar which
came upon us with such a rush last
summer, but it falls from a very high
standing collar instead of lying
smoothly over the shoulders, and be-
tween the fronts appears this high col-
lar band of fur. The collar Iteel? |= of
gabardine, the bodice of taffeta and
the wsimple full =skirt of taffeta
trimmed In horizontal, rather wide
bands of gabardine up to the hip line.
Deep cuffs too are of the gabardine.

A very engaging little molel of the
simple sort that Parislennes are wear-
‘ng now is a good frock for A make-
over, and nevertheless unyuestion-
ably smart. With the fur eliminated
the collar would be less extreme and
a4 swathed silk eravat would he a sat-
isfactory substitute; and, indeed, we
have seen a copy of this frock. partly
finished, in white serge ani white
taffeta, with a cravat of drilliant fig-
ured sllk In futuristic orange and blue
and purple, which, while demanding
considerable of a wearer's complexion,
;vu a very jolly, youthful looking af-

alr,

A jaunty oape coat model, not for
every woman, but attractive for the
right woman, has a very short coat
rippling out widely around the hips
and pinched in snugly at the walst
line, though the pinching in is done
by outting and draping of the soft ma-
terial rather than by stiff tailoring.
To add to the quaintnesa a cape falls
just to the elbow around sides and
back, leaving the sharp waist curve in
view. This cape has a row of huttons
and buttonholes straight up the mid-
dle of ita back and the coat fronts
turn back over it in a tallored collar
with notched revers.

Naturally this coat, poorly made or
badly worn, would play havoe with the
figure, giving it indescribable bunchl-
ness of line; hut on a sllm young
mannequin it was as charming as 1t
was quaint.

Jenny has a short cape that falls
from a high wrinkled fur bordered
choker collar, to girdle top in frout,
but dips down below the hips in the
back. Doucet's lovely white and silver
evening model has a little cape of sil-
ver lace. Paquin's stunning blue vel-
vet coat has a short cape bordered In
gray fur across the back,

8o it goes in frocks and coats, and
then there are the separate capes, those
adorable lttle shoulder capes with
muff and perhaps toque en suite
Some of these are all fur, like the
short, clinging Russian sable cape of
Cheruit's castor cloth costwne,

One of the New York milliners s
showing an altogether charming
shoulder cape of chinchilla, lined with
wanm rose, held by big ornaments of
dull silver and eaccompanied by a muff
@ match,

@8 another shop there is a short
cape of ermine trimmed In black fox,
with toque and muff to complete the
ast; and cleverly designed cape collars
of esal and of beaver are numerous,

Unusual furs and combinations of
fup are frequently used for these cape
sets and, though faddish, of course, are
less extravagent than coats that ex-
ploit a passing fad, because they do
not call for such quantities of fur,
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FROCKS FOR THE
CHANGES ON WINTER STYLES

Modes of the Season Adapt Them-
selves Wonderfully Well to Wear
in Warmer Climates

The fur set of our central group
is not the thing for a conservative,
who, when she buys furs, expects to
wear them without change for at least
several seasons; but then no short
cape set fulfils that requirement, and
the woman who can Indulge her whims
will find the odd shapes of the cape
and muff under discussion attractive
and will llke the soft tone of the nat-
ural seal, with its contrasting trim-
mings of black fox.

When a fur cape or cape set is not
wanted there are sets of velvet and
fur or of cloth and fur; and, except
in occasional Instances, these are
usually more practical and graceful
than the all-fur models. Cheruit had
the courage—born of unquestioned au-
thority as well as of art—to make her
Ruesian sable short cape clinging In
lines, for a very flaring or rippling
short cape, of any save Lhe thinnest
ard supplest of pelts, is bound to have
& certain clumsineas.

The cloth or velvet cape, on the
other hand, can perform the feat of

rippling and clinging at the same time |

and, with trimmings of good fur, can
be made quite as elegant as the all
fur model. These sets are usually
made en suite with suit or frock, but
separate sets in adaptable colorings—
chiefly black or African brown velvet
and fur—are to be found.

Bince the latest of our fashion shows
the lovers of wide walsts and straight
lines from shoulder to hip have taken
courage. There was s0o much news-
paper and fashion magazine talk In
the autumn, as in the spring, about the
pinched In walst that the averaige
woman felt she must make at leust
some concession to the movement,
And, If the result of the concession
was becoming, she has been wise
enough, for the proportion of walist
curves is larger than it has been in
many a season,

The prevailing silhouette, leaving
the full coat flowing from the narrow
shoulders out of the question, does
indicate the wuist more or less em-
phatically; but, even at the beginning
of the season, as T SuUN then pointed
out, there was authoritative sanction
of the stralghtest clinging lines, and
now, with Polret the audacious stop-
ping in his soldierly tracks to
supply at least one collection of frocks
and coats in his well known genre,
and various othar great dressmakers
smiling Indulgently on jerkin and
loosely girdled one plece frocks, a
woman not constructed along Mimi
Pinson lines need not do violence to
feelings, figure or fashion.
dish frock must needs be a trifle more
shapely than it was, but boned seams

tall around the bottom, but the even-
ing frock has what the negro re-
vivalist calls “liberty.,” One never
knows where its hem Is going to shoot
upward—nor how far upward it will
shoot. In extreme cases an under-
skirt may afford first aid, but many
an evening frock quite recklessly ex-
poses not only ankles but more—far
more. Not for the woman of really
good taste, perhaps, this ultra daring
skirt, but of the mode none the less.

By way of atoning for abbreviation,
!m front or at sides, or all around,
the evening frock may have a wisp of
jtraln draped over it and tralling on
|the floor, and this train has almost
|as many vagaries as the fashionable
skirt hém, It may appear at the side
|or in the back, may be bustle draped
|or fall in soft jaboting folds, may be
pointed, square, swallowtall, fishtail,
or serpentine; it may be of floating,
cloudy tulle or of velvet. A recent
much exploited model has a train fall-
ing in rounded points at each side of
the skirt, while between these trains,
in the back the underskirt runs up to
a perilous height. and the front la not
80 very much better.

One does mnot, of course, have to
wear this sort of thing;: but some
of the ultre frocks are beautiful In
their own way, and every French house
has sponsored a short evening frock
with a small truin, though not all
| have gone to such extremes as have
(‘allot Sceurs in the white and silver
trimmed frock so lovely In other
ways and so freakishly short In front
and on the sides, where it runs up
ulmost to knee helght.

Even the wedding gowna at recent
fashionable weddings have been
shorter than ever before, save in the
matter of train. A cerialn piquancy
often results from the union of short,
full, distended s=kirt and train, but
when a clinging long line frock does
appear among things modish, as |t
does at times, one realizes, with a
sigh, that the average woman looked
better in her evening gowns five years
ago than she does now. As for the
unlucky women below average—well,
the less sald about the scenic effect
when they don the type of evening
frock most common to-day the bet-
l:or.

S|hort jackets, straight of, at least,
loaser In line than the bodices of
which they are integral parts, offer
opportunities for adopting the trimly
girdied bodice front, yet retaining the
straighter Llines in sides and back
that pleasantly conceal a walst and

The mo-  hips not desirably slim. ‘There are

many ways of handling this jacket
{dea, the transparent or semi-trans-

and small walsts are still the excep- | parent little coat being used with silk
tion rather than the rule, even if one |ur velvet frock In some cases, while

does see them In every shop window,
and, while the old baggy blouse is
gone, a nsoft, becoming little fulness
lingers about many a narrow girdle top
or waist band.

If a wide girdle drapery obliterates
all trace of blouse, at least it need not
be drawn in very tightly, though it
does in many models define the under
arm curves sharply.

There are plenty of freakish models,
plenty of very extreme models too de-
lightful to be stigmatized as freakish,
but a general survey of successful
French models, now that returns are
practically all in, gives one the Im-
pression that skirt bottoms, trains,
high collars and hip draperles are the
details upon which the extremists play
most daringly, and that models con-
servative on all these points are easlly
obtained without departing from the
path of fashlon.

8kirt bottoma In the fall were re-
ported “slightly longer.”” They are
always slightly longer as far as the
woman of qulet taste is concerned,
but even the slightly longer skirt is
what, in the old days, we would have
called short. The thing is practically
neceasary while skirts are full or flar-
ing, for greater length spells awkward-
ness.

But there are exaggeratedly short
skirts too—quantities of them—and
many have the sanction of most au-
thoritative makers. Moreover, the
fashionable skirt has unexpected and,
oftan, fantastic ways of demeaning it-
sclf as 1t approaches its hem. The

strest askirt may be demurely even

Qf white cloth and black fur.
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in others the coat of silk or velvet
is worn over thinner stuffs,

A lovely little coat of blus satin
embroidered all over In dull gold and
edged narrowly with beaver was a
feature of a frock whose full skirt of
soft blue satin opened in front over
an underskirt of blue chiffon.

HOMEMADE FRENCH PASTRY,

BCORATIVE bits of French
pastry are so popular that
many an inexperienced house-

wife is trying her hand at making
tarts, turmovers and individual piles,
using a rich crust instead of the puff
paste of the professional cook. After
a careful inspection of & tray of these
dainties as they appear at the tea
hour at the hotels and restaurants,
there |s no reason why any woman
who can make ple crust need heaitate
to do a little experimenting.

Individual fruit tarts are the easiest
form of French pastry for the un-
skilled cook to attempt. Choose de-
tached patty tins of the size wanted.
Instead of lining them with the pas-
try, Invert each little tin and cover
it with a circle of crust. 'It will be
found that the pastry does not shrink
from the rim in baking as when the
patty tins are lined with ple crust in
the old fashioned way. It should be
well pricked with the tines of a fork
to insure the shell's keeping its shape
while baking.

Variety In erust may be given by
using equal quantities of entire wheat
and pastry flour or by mixing into
the ordinary crust finely chopped nut
meats or powdered macaroon crumbs.
Little baskets can be fashloned from
these pastry shells by laying curves
of crust which have been baked over
some curved surface of suitable size.
Empiy baking powder tinsof the quar-
ter pound size are excellent for thie
purpose and six strips of pastry may
be arranged over one can. These,
when baked, can be inserted into the
fruit fAlling of the tarts, pressing
them In sufMciently to hold in place.

A favorite filling for thess tarts is
Malaga grapes, cooked for a {»w min-
Jute= in a wine flavored syrup. The
grapes must not lose their shape and
should be arranged in a little pyra-
mid above the rim of the tart. As
many as ten grapes should be al-
lowed to an ordinary pastry eshell.
After the grapes are removed from
the syrup, it is bolled down until it
Jth:ckom and {a then poured over the
|grapes as they are arranged in the
tart.

Thinly sliced pear cooked with pre-
served ginger makes a delicious tart
filling and the ever popular lemon
meringue ple is agaln welcomed in
this minlature form. Diced plneapple,
| segments of orange and stewed fruits
of all kinds are appropriate for tart
fillings. -

Where thick marmalade is to be
used in connection with the pastry an
easy way is to cut the crust In ob-
longs about 6 by 1% inches. Roll over

A gown of satin and chiffon, ore of dark blue gabardine and one of blue satin with embroidered
jacket,

each end of the pasta toward the mid-
die, giving the appearance of the
rounded ends of an old time sofa.
Prick the remaining flat part of the
paste, which, when baked, is to be
#pread thickly with rich jam or mar-
malade,

A somewhat almlilar arrangement
calls for a square pastry, each cor-
ner turned over toward the centre,
thus making the edge higher than the
middle. When baked place a spoonful
of preserves in the depression,

Peek-a-boo tarts are made from
thinly rolled pla erust cut in rounds
with a small biscult cutter, Irick one-
half the number with a fork to keep
from blistering in baking. In the
other half of the rounds cut three
holes with a thimble, having the holes
form a trinngle. Bake In quick oven.
Spread jelly on the pricked rounds,
cover with the perforated ones, put-
ting In extra jelly through the holea,
8Bift over powdered sugar.

Pastry rolls are made from ecireles
of crust about four inchea in diame-
ter. Prick thoroughly, spread with
Jelly and roll closely, over and over,
Place on inverted baking tin, have the
lapped side underneath, to keep the
roll in place,

Turnovers are meade either from
squares or circles of pastry, the fllling
kept well in thg centre so that when
one side is tueied over the other no
Julea will exude. Thess are now being
made In  “bouchee” (mouthful) size,
hardly over two inchea in diameter.

The old fashionad Ranbury tart mix-
ture of grated lemon rind, ralsins
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citron and other good thinga has come
into popularity again and s used as
filling for turnovers and between pas-
try strips. I“or the latter pluco a thin
layer of ple erust on a bhaking tin
Spread with Banbury misture anl
cover with another thin luyer of jue

ISTMAS

By DR, LUIS GUARDA,

IDWINTER with us {s not the
M season of snow and lce to he
found In the XNorth Oour |
Christmaa festival is warm
with the perfume of flowers, rich In
its luscious fruits, for we celebrate the
sacred anniversary in the golden sun-
shina of our southern climate. While
you in the North are gathered around
big open fireplaces, waiting for the
sound of slelgh bells on the reindeer
team driven by your wonderful Santa
Claus, we are celebrating the religlous
slgnificance of this sacred memory
out of doors.

The origin of these posada parties
at Christmas time comes originalls
from ancient Spanish custom. for no-
where except in Mexico and a few
other places in South America is the
|pmmd.u known except on the southern
coast of Ireland, where It has survived
ever since the Spanish Armuada went
ashore there, 1In our country we re-
gerve the social privacy of the Christ- |
mas festival even more jealous!ly than
yvou do in other countries. 1If you are
not a Mexican or at any rate a Latin
it is difficult to obtain entree to a
posada. It 1s well that we should make
the occasion exclusive, for Christmas
commemorates the foundation of do-
mestie life, it symbolizes the integral
units of the home circle,

Just outside the beautiful city of
Mexico is the Holy Hill, o designated
because it belongs to the patron saint
of the Mexican Indlans and peon folk
the Virgin of Guadalupe. Although
Mexico s fortunate in many holidays,
nons Is more universally ob=crved
thaun Christmas. As early us Decem-
ber 12 thess people flock into the clty
of Mexico from the villages and moun-
tains to pay thelr respects & their
patron saint on the Holy I, and
afterward they begin to bulld their
little puestos or hooths, where during
the weeks actually preceding Christ- |
mas Day one can purchase the ecity
flesta things suitable for the hollday. |

The atmosphere of gavety and good |
will which one sees on the streets of |
Paris, or London, or New York pre- |
ceding Christmas appears much
earlier in the city of Mexico. The
brilllant bunting decorations of the
puestos, thelr dlsplay of varicolored
wares, the usual toy instruments, the
jostling of crowds and laughter of
children in the streets last almost the
entire month of December,

Tt is on tha night of Decemher 17

| long journey of Joseph and Mary.
most every Mexiean famlily observes |
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crust With a pastry Jjagger mark
off in strifs four inches by one and
t half and bake in a quick oven, Cover
with a thin leing of confectioner's
ugar and wuter and sprinkle on
chopped nuts

The novelty In serving thess bmil

|

DAY IN
enough to give Christmaa partics be- |
gin their festivities, The reason the |
Christmas anniversary ycarly begins |
on the 17th s based upon the old
legend  that Joseph and Mary upon
going to pay tribute to the Cesar
spent nine nights in a journey to Beth-
lehem, Kvery night they wera ohliged

to beg shelter, and every night t!wy{
This {s why the |

were tumned away,
Mexican Posada begins on Decamber
17, Just nine days from the birth of
Our Lord, 'n commemoration of this

this novena of nine nights, inviting
their best friends and their relatives

| to share tha ceremonies with them.

As the guests arrive, each is glven
a lighted ecandle.  All the memuers or
the family, including the servants, are
similarly provided, When all have ar-
rived they form, two by two, in a pro-
cesslon, for the purpose of a pilgrim
parade. Thos=e at the head of the pro-
carry exqulsite littla statu-
eties of the Holy Family, Joseph on
foot, leading the donkey on which
Mary is seated. These tigures are ski!-
fully made by thae Mexican Indians,
usually designed out of rough clay.

S0 tha procession starts on what ls
Known as its pasear around the entire
honse, At various points along the
route #ingers have heen placed ready
to chant their denial of shelter to the
pilerims. Mexican houses are nearly
all built alike, with a centre courtyard, |
the columns of which support an up-
per floor, around whicn all the rooms |
are  built The posada procession
moves solemnly and slowly over the
entire house, first downstairs, then up-
“lairs,  As it pauses In front of every
door it chants the following request
for shelter, symbolizing the appeal of
Joseph and Mary on their nine days
Journey to Bethlehem.

These are the words of this chant:
In heaven's name
1 beg for shelter;
My wife to-night
Can go no further

I"rom behind the doors to the same :‘ prayers. Mexico 18 a country of con-
| trasts,

galemn chant the answer Is sung by
the singers, who have been waiting:
No inn Is this,
Begona from henca!
Ye may bae thleves;
We trust ye not,

THE CITY

Al- |

(left on the improvised altar for

i relatives

A cape and muff of natural seal and black fox and a frock of dark green taffeta and gabardine.

of fancy pastry lies in the fact that
all may be different in shape, filling,

arrangement  or  decoration. They
should be grouped on a tray, each
on i separate lace paper dolley, and

presented to the guests for choice.
Where a supply table |s set at a tea

“Litany of Loreto.” Usually a priest
leads this quaint and beautiful cham;
if there happens to be no priest the
oidest lady of the household usually
takes charge. Difficult as this medim-
val chant is, with its thirty-five invo-
cations, each to be answered with an
ora pro nobis, there (s scarcely a Mexi-
can woman who does not know it by
heart. In Mexico every one is brought
up on prayers and elaborate church
services, I don“t suppose there is any-
thing In the Roman Church litanies
unknown to the religious Mexican
women,

With the last verse of the “Litany
of the Loreto” the ceremonies of the
first night are continued. The words
of the last verse are worth quoting for
their rellgious tenderness:

O graclous pilgrim!

O purest Mary!

| offer thea my soul

To be thy dwalling—-

The figures of the Holy Family are
the
Then the entire gathering of
and friends meet in the sit-
rooms, where refreshments are

night.

ting

served and the most costly and beau- |

tiful Christmas presents are given to
the guests, It is late when the party
breaks up, with merry cries of Hasta
manana en la noche!
row night.")

A repetition of this posada eon-
tinues for eight nights afterward, for
t is i point of etiquette with us. never

yto be absgent at any one of these series.

On Christmas eve every one repairs
to the great cathedral, filled with its
incense and its music. Here thou-
san s of people visit the shrine of the
“Mother and Child" On the fingers
of the image of la Virgen are dia-
monds and other costly gems worth
many thousands of dollars, which are

[Christmas presents of tha wealthiest

Mexican women, and yei, kneeling be-
tore this same imuge will be some
miserably clad peon woman, her half
starved child wrapped in a thin re-
boso, whils she mumbles her pitiful

It is on Caristmas eve that the su-
premea effort {8 made to yield to the
flesta spirit. If we are guests at the
marble palace we find a great crowd of

| people at the gatea watching the ar-

After repeated denlals the procession | rival of carriage after carrlage and
finally finds shelter in a room pre- |exclaiming with excitement as the oc-
viously prepared for it and the statu- | cupants in their beautiful dresses pass

ettan of Joseph and Mary are placed on through the ecourtyard into

upon an altar decorated with flowers

and sllver ornaments, It is here that | for the occa=ion, and one finds a spirit i.;m!m an festive and quite as n
tho most solemn ceremony takes place, | of greeting averywhere; even the littlo | as that in tha 1

that the Mexicans who ang rich

In front of the altar !s chanted the | children hold out their little hands to | England.

the

housa, ‘The heart of Mexico softens

O

(*Until to-mor- |

or reception truys Freten pastry
are among the decorative features at
must Le replenished promptly X
holiday entertuining special ername:
tation can be made with lsaves «
from green angelica and bits of v
from candied cherries
— ‘)
MEXI(X(
| every one in courteous, old fashinied
waleome
Half an hour bhefore midnight .
“Litany of the God Chila™ 18 sung
Is wfier this that the world i
Tullahy sang of all Mexien, the "I
is heurd Fvery Mexican mio
knows this “Rock-a-hye ng. w
is supposedly for the southing of
Infant Jexus, In tima and tune
ot unlike jour song, “Old  Cray
Goose”"
Not until after the rellgious ser
in the cathedral dovs the real dans
| and feasting begin. One of the ot

customs 18 the breaking of pinn
The piruite 18 & very hrittle ear:

| ware pot or vessel, usallv gay
and of various shapes, Tl
are sometimes modellod a P
repiresent a elown, w bagllet i
ANEe aimost anvihing
might conceive Into 1! 1 ta 4
gtuffed the small favors of the g
Mus sci SUCa as oo i}
unbreakabie tove and litle s r A
cles
SEwinging high in the well |
vard of the Mex.can home, tie ¢
ja for the children to reach
break the pinate Parents and
| dren all gather under 4 |
s blindfolded and given

| placed under the pinate, tu
three times and told !

given threas .

Finally, some one

‘ !
smash and ;
tt gs tumble to 1 3} )
a peneral seramble fop ot ~:

This ceremony tiaxes
vour Christmas tree. whict ‘
a flesta for i \
children have Leen sent to Led, we
Are Erown up enjoy u tyv] 1]
mas supe 1t 18 usually a feaxs
fish, saluds, sweots and wine. D
ing on well waxed floors to tha
of a str rehoestra f wu

Arvound the sala, or daneing ros
on tabilea nra placed costly gold !
gilt orpament:dy  These might be an J
gous to your ootidion favors, ex
that they are bestowed on every |
1t s long after midnight far {nto |
dawn of Christmas Day, when '
daneing {8 over and the guesta
with ttle gifts, depart '

celebrated by  all, Protesta

i Romaniat, and the nolse of the foe

{s heard {n the streets and the houses
| The tooting of horna, the beating
druma, the strange nolses that «
 from toy animals

| After all, Chri=tmas

In Mexico Christmns diy ftsed ‘

in Mexd
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